
Material World 
 

 
 

Human need in a global context:  

 Responsibility, Advocacy and Equity through the 
lens of the United Nations Rights of the Child. 

 

A 

“Creating a positive future begins in human conversation.  The 
simplest and most powerful investment any member of a community 
may make in renewal is to begin talking with other people as though 
the answer mattered.” 

                                     Adapted from “Who Will Tell the People” by William Greider 

 

     Maureen Mason 



 

 
 
The following curriculum examples follow an inquiry 
process  and reflect a constructivist view of learning.   
Students are encouraged to exam issues in all their 
complexity, and to consider other perspectives and 
considerations in  formulating a set of personal beliefs 
that will inform mindful actions. 

 
 
 

 

The Big Ideas that guide this unit:  

 

• Health of  the individual is influenced by the 
communities ability to support and provide for 
basic ‘needs’. 

 

• Economic security is foundational to human 
health and development. 

 

• Individual and community health are linked to 
environmental sustainability.  

 

• Human Rights advocacy involves awareness, 
access and exercising political will. 

 



Relatively Speaking 

Needs and Wants in a Global Perspective 

 

Student Task Card 

 
 

Work in a small group to examine the two photographs. 
 
 

1. Compare the two families. 
 

• What do you notice about how the two families live?  
• How are they the same? 
• How are they different? 

 
2. What thoughts do you have on the day to day life of the children in the 

each photo?   
 

3. What do you see that suggests that they have what they need to be happy 
and healthy?   

 
4. Are there things you think may be missing? 

 
 

 

Debriefing Questions for Class Discussion 

• What observations did you make about the families in the photographs. 

• How might you interpret the expression on the faces of the children?  What 

might it suggest about their happiness?   

• What do you see as the relationship between health, happiness and money? 

• What do you think is the connection between the things you own and how 

healthy and happy you are in your life?  

• How might this be similar or different for other children around the world do 

you think? 



 

 

….  

Images from Material World: a global family portrait.  Peter Menzel, Charles C. 
Mann.  University of California Press. 1994. 

 



 

Follow up.. 

Have students work in their groups  to brainstorm a list of those things they feel 

they need in order to be healthy and happy. 

 

Bring groups together and synthesis the group lists into one chart paper record of 

student ideas. 



 

You can’t always get what you want….. 

Universal Needs and the Rights of The Child 

Student task card 

In a small group: 
 

• Examine the list of Rights that the United Nations has declared 
should be guaranteed for every child in the world. 

 
• How does the list from the UN compare to the list made by the 

class?  What are the similarities?  What are the differences? 
 
 

Debrief Questions for Class Discussion 

• What did you find that was the same on the two lists?                                                            
 *circle those items on the class chart paper list that are in  agreement 
  

• What was on the UN list that we did not include in our list?  How might you 
explain this?  Which of these might we add to our class list?  
 *add missing Rights to chart paper list     
  

• Which items from the class list are not represented on the UN list.   
  

• In what ways are these items different from those that were included by the UN. 
  

• What thoughts do you have on why the UN would not include them on the list of 
Rights?   

 
Follow up ……. 

Design a bumper stick that will highlight one of the basic human rights.  Use your 
own words. You will want people to notice it and think about it so be creative and 
colorful. 





Worlds collide 
Equity and access in the Global Economy 

 
 
Student Task Card 
 

  
Work in a small group to examine the picture. 
 

 
• What observations can you make about housing in this city? 

 
• Think about the situation from the view of :  the child, the parent, those living in 

the high rise buildings. 
 

• How might you explain the differences in living conditions? 
 
 
 
 
 
Debriefing Questions for Class Discussion 
 

• What were some of the differences that you discussed in your groups? 

• How is it that some people end up living in apartments while others end up living 

in a slum do you think? 

• What  solutions might you suggests to help those in the slums? 

• What role might the government play in this situation? 

• What role might individual citizens play? 

 

 



 

   

Image from: Take it Personally: how to make conscious choices to change 
the world.  Anita Roddick. HarperCollins. 2001. 

 



 

Follow up………… 

Get A Job 

 

Wages at the factory where this child’s mother works are 30 cents an hour.  This 

works out to 20 cents for every shirt that she sews. 

 

Her costs to live are:          Bus to work    $ .68 round trip 

    Food for one day   $2.00 (4 People) 

    Rent paid to the live in the slum $1.00 per day 

 

Your task is to calculate  

 How much it cost to live for one day. 

 How much money she would make in one day if she worked for 12 hours. 

 What is left over? 

 What other expenses are there in raising a family? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The shirt off your back…. 

Ethical trade and consumer choice 

 

Student task card 

 
In small groups examine the clothing label 
 
How does the label reflect working conditions in Haiti.  (Refer to the sheet “Sample 
Wages around the world) 
What does it suggest about the life of the person who make the shirt? 
 
 

 
Debriefing Questions for Class discussion 

• In what ways do you think the label that you examined reflects the real label 

you might find on the shirt at the mall? 

• What reasons might there be for the difference in information? 

• What affect might the truth have on a person’s decision to buy the shirt? 

• How might you explain the difference between a $24.00 price tag for the shirt 

and the wages paid to the worker who made it? 

• What new solutions do you see to this problem?   

• What role might you play? 

 

Follow up…. 

 

Look at the label in you shirt, shoes etc.  Where are the products made?  Refer to the 
wages a child would earn to make the piece of clothing on the sheet “Sample of 
Wages around the world”.   Make a new label that tells the real story. 



 

Image from: Take it Personally: how to make conscious choices to 
change the world.  Anita Roddick. HarperCollins. 2001. 
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